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Editor’s introduction

Date for your Diary

In this edition we say hello and goodbye 
to two Annas. Anna Goddard has taken 
over from Ceris Howard as Keep Team 
Manager; we very much look forward to 
working with her as The Keep reopens 
fully with an events programme. Anna 
Manthorpe recalls memories of over 27 
years working amongst the varied and 
often surprising archives of East Sussex. 
Anna has promised to return to The 
Keep as a volunteer, and is our newest 
member. Ellie King is her successor. We 
also have a piece about a third Anna, 
the poet Anna Mendelssohn, by a Junior 
Research Associate at the University of 
Sussex.

The University has also contributed 
the covers of this edition, posters from 
famous gigs in the 1960s when Sussex 
rocked (I know, I was there!).

By the time this Newsletter reaches 
you, the first of FoTKA‘s visits will have 
taken place. Numbers were necessarily 
limited for Brightling Place. The Visits 
committee is busy organising more visits 
for later in the season.

Diana Hansen

This year’s AGM will be held on Wednesday 25 October 
in The Keep at 5.30pm. The formal proceedings will 
include an account from our Chairman, Bill Shelford, of 
FoTKA’s activities over the past year, and Anna Goddard 
will bring us up to date on News from The Keep. As has 
become a tradition, the AGM will be followed by a social 
event, and then by the Pam Combes Memorial Lecture, 
which this year will be given by a great friend of Pam, 
Professor Sue Hamilton. Professor Hamilton will speak on 
her work on Easter Island – a place remote from Sussex 
but of universal fascination.
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Hello from Anna

Anna Goddard is the new Team 
Manager for Archives and The Keep.

She joined from East Sussex County 
Council Registration Services where she 
was Superintendent Registrar.

As Team Manager Anna is responsible 
for managing the state-of-the-art 
archive centre and shaping and 
delivering its services. She’ll be leading 
a team of staff from across The Keep’s 
three partner organisations: East Sussex 
County Council, Brighton and Hove City 
Council and the University of Sussex. 

Anna said: “I am looking forward 
to getting to know all the team, the 
partners and customers and working 
together on continuing to improve the 
service we provide. I will work with 
the team and partners to ensure that 
The Keep is a centre of excellence 
for archival best practice, to develop 
team members through continuous 
learning and to use feedback from our 
customers to inform service plans for 
the future.”
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Farewell from Anna
I started work at ESRO (now ESBHRO) 
on 1 April 1996 and retired on 31 
March 2023. After 27 years, it seems a 
good time to commit a few memories 
to paper. 

I moved from a job in London, and 
it was amazing to exchange the 
Hammersmith Flyover for a view of 
Lewes Castle from the office window. 
The Maltings was a characterful and 
idiosyncratic place to work, and more 
than full to capacity. The low beams 
in the strongroom would now be 
considered a major health and safety 
risk; they were padded, but it was still 

possible to get a nasty bump on the 
head. The old timbers creaked loudly, 
which could be disconcerting if one was 
alone there.

The premises were impractical for the 
public as well as the documents. The 
searchroom was on the first floor and 
there was no lift access. It could get 
very busy, and was cramped if about 
20 people were accommodated. There 
were no facilities to eat or drink on the 
premises, which was understandably 
a source of constant complaint, 
particularly when the weather was poor.

Maltings Strongroom R/C 352
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The office had been based at Pelham 
House until 1982 and retained 
strongrooms there, with another 
outstore at Southover CE Primary 
School, in the former science block 
of Lewes Grammar School for Girls. 
There was no lift at the school, and 
new accessions had to be carried up 
the stairs. The downstairs rooms were 
prone to outbreaks of mould, largely 
through the lack of air circulation and 
the flat roof which leaked in heavy rain. 
Someone always needed to check after 
a  downpour. 

In 2000 County Archivist Roger Davey 
retired, and his successor Elizabeth 
Hughes had a very dramatic start to the 
job. The Record Centre at Brooks Road 
was inundated during the floods of 
October 2000. Fortunately no archive 

material was affected, but some of the 
records in storage had to be sent away 
for freeze drying. Staff helping with 
salvage were provided with boiler suits, 
and I received a gratuity of £200 for my 
assistance.

The sale of Pelham House in 2003 
meant that we needed to vacate the 
strongrooms. The Record Centre had 
already moved to new accommodation 
at Avis Way, Newhaven, and The 
National Archives approved the 
conversion of a warehouse in the 
same block (unit Y), but only as a 
temporary measure. Without improved 
accommodation ESRO faced the 
withdrawal of approval as a place 
of deposit for public records. Unit Y 
was not without its problems. There 
was once a major pipe-leak, but the 

Lewes under water 
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archive boxes proved to be extremely 
resilient and although some were 
splashed, no archives were damaged. 
The air conditioning broke down one 
hot summer, and variations in the 
temperature and humidity led to a 
mould outbreak. Marauding pigeons 
got access to the areas not covered by 
the false ceiling and the loading bay 
became a health hazard.

It can be necessary to go out and 
process records in situ before their 
transfer to the office. Working 
conditions have sometimes been 
interesting. An early job was retrieving 
the extensive archive of James 
Woodhams & Son, auctioneers, valuers, 
land agents and surveyors, from the 
attic of premises in High Street Battle, 
where access was by a loft ladder. The 
outstore of a Hastings solicitor turned 
out to have so much mould that it was 
dripping off the material like stalactites. 
Retrieving the archive of a closed United 
Reformed Church turned out to be 
problematic – once again, the culprit 
was a flock of pigeons which had 
scattered droppings over the records we 
went to collect.

There were false starts to acquiring a 
new office, with various sites suggested, 
including that of the current Amex 
stadium. Attempts to acquire lottery 
funding were thwarted by the 2012 
Olympics, nevertheless by 2010 serious 
planning for The Keep was well 
underway. It was decided that ESRO 
would be a technological innovator 
– as well as using barcodes to locate 

records, we would implement online 
ordering of documents. All this involved 
an enormous amount of work. Each 
archive item required a unique reference 
so that it could be allocated a barcode, 
and much additional cataloguing was 
needed. A team of six barcoders was 
recruited as the time for the move got 
closer. 

Christopher Whittick (right) and  
David Martin barcoding

The move began in June 2013 at 
Ropemaker Park in Hailsham, where the 
Record Centre had moved from Avis 
Way, taking a considerable amount of 
our material with them. We were very 
apprehensive, but all went smoothly 
except for the new shelving, which on 
the first day buckled under the weight 
of the newspapers. The move continued 
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at Unit Y and The Maltings. The 
prevalence of mould at the Southover 
outstore entailed the move of the 
records held there to The Maltings when 
it had been vacated, so that they could 
be treated before storage at The Keep. 
The whole process was completed by 
September, giving us only a few weeks 
to prepare for the official opening on 31 
October.

There was much excitement when we 
learned that The Keep would be opened 
by HM The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh. There were visits by the royal 
household and security in advance of 
the visit, and a major check on the day 
itself. 

Waiting inside the building, we knew 
precisely when the royal party arrived 
from the roar of the crowd outside 
and the reflection of the flashlights. 
The opening to the public took place 
a couple of weeks later, but did not 
go as smoothly – the new technology 
threw up several problems, and one 
member of staff was so upset that she 
considered resigning.

The Keep is a partnership with the 
University of Sussex Special Collections 
and Brighton and Hove Council, and 
it was good acquiring new colleagues 
as well as working in a purpose-built 
archive building. There had been a 
moratorium on accepting accessions 
whilst preparing for the move, but soon 
after the opening new material started 
to arrive in a steady stream, and there 
has been no let-up since.

Lily the sniffer dog 

Later years have inevitably seen staff 
changes. In 2016 County Archivist 
Elizabeth Hughes retired, and her 
place was taken by Casper Johnson, 
the former County Archaeologist. In 
2019 Casper was succeeded by Ceris 
Howard, who left in early 2023 to take 
up a new job as head of Brighton and 
Hove Libraries and has been succeeded 
by Anna Goddard. Valued colleagues 
Christopher Whittick and Phillip Bye 
departed in 2019, followed by David 
Myers and Melissa Williams in 2021. 

The Covid-19 pandemic was a major 
challenge for everyone. But we became 
adept at working from home and 
continued to provide a service by 
answering enquiries remotely, posting 
blogs on the website, and cataloguing 
from scans and surrogate copies. A 
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Travellers at Nutley c 1900 AMS7416/2/49

project for Ancestry to digitise our parish 
registers, electoral registers and probate 
records had commenced pre-pandemic. 
This resulted in parish registers and 
electoral registers becoming available 
worldwide during 2022, with the 
probate records scheduled to appear 
later this year. 

I have purposely written little about the 
records – there is not enough space 
here. I have been very fortunate to work 
in such an interesting job processing the 
materials of history, never knowing what 
the next discovery might be. My final 
month saw the arrival of lantern slides 
illustrating Nutley, c1900. 

Technology has altered the way we 
work during my career immeasurably  
– I initially catalogued using a manual 
typewriter, which necessitated carbon 
copies and copious amounts of Tipp-Ex 
to correct. The digital age had arrived 
by the time I arrived at ESRO; we 
had computers resembling large grey 
boxes and produced archive lists using 
WordPerfect software. By the late 1990s 
we were using Word, had internet 
access, and communicated using email. 

In 2000 CALM software was introduced, 
initially for accessioning, and later for 
cataloguing also, largely due to the 
efforts of the late John Farrant who 
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was responsible for implementation 
and training. In 2013 the catalogue 
and ordering system became available 
online. Currently specialist software 
is being introduced to manage born-
digital records and the extensive digital 
holdings. In another 27 years it will be 

2050 and it is impossible to imagine 
progress by then. I just hope that 
the records will still be cared for by 
dedicated and enthusiastic staff, not 
artificial intelligence.

Anna Manthorpe

Friends’ Support for the Keep
Already this year grants from 
FoTKA have helped The Keep 
purchase a one-of-a-kind photo 
album, acquire two early 19th 
century diaries and return a 
missing building plan to its 
archive after it was spotted for 
sale on the internet.

Properties in Brighton

The previously missing building 
plan (right) (DB/D/7/1057) was 
drawn up in January 1871 and 
shows a house – which is still 
there – on the corner of Abbey 
Road and Great College Street in 
Kemp Town. It originally formed 
part of the Brighton Borough 
Engineers and Surveyors archive 
but became separated from that 
series at some point in its past. 

A Keep archive assistant 
discovered it for sale on 
Facebook marketplace and FoTKA 
provided a grant to buy it. 
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The Keep was also able to purchase 
an album of photographs of the 
Black Lion Hotel in Patcham. It was 
presented to the brewery, Beards of 
Lewes, by the landlord Charles Leonard 
Frampton in 1967 – presumably after a 
refurbishment. The album (ACC14152) 
shows public and private areas of the 
hotel from the bar area to one of the 
bedrooms (above). It was collected 
in April and can now be ordered and 
viewed at The Keep.

Presentation album to  
Mrs Ellen Nye Chart

This splendid album (right), measuring  
38cm x 48cm, records in words, 
drawings, photographs and newsprint 
three benefit performances given at 
Brighton Theatre Royal for the recently widowed Ellen Nye Chart on 18, 19 and 20 
December 1876.
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There is no better introduction to the 
subject than a piece written by Kate 
Elms for International Women’s Day in 
2015:

https://www.thekeep.info/international-
womens-day-ellen-nye-chart-actress-
turned-manager-brightons-theatre-royal/

The album, illuminated by ‘H Fowler’ 
consists of a letter to potential members 
of the audience from the trustees of 
the theatre; a drawing by I S Lenox 
(from a photograph by Boucher) of 
the interior of the theatre as rebuilt in 
1866; photographs of Ellen, her son 
Henry John Chart and the trustees; 
photographs of the performers with a 
cast-list for New Men and Old Acres, 
given on 18 December; photographs of 
the band, the stage staff, the exterior of 
the theatre and the front of house staff; 
seating-plans for each performance with 
the names of those taking tickets; a 
balance sheet showing net proceeds of 
£394 6s 7d and a further three guineas 
received ‘after the balance sheet was 
closed’; and press reports of the three 
performances.

The press was ecstatic – ‘With such 
a galaxy of talent and with a cause 
so good need we wonder at such 
gratifying results? A cause so good! 
Who so deserving kindly sympathy in 
the days of her bereavement as the once 
and ever good wife, and now widow, of 
him whose praise was in every mouth.’

The trustees’ letter subtly hinted that 
Ellen would be gratified in more than 

one way by the public’s response: ‘Mr 
H Nye Chart’s management was a 
pecuniary success, but he started against 
a heavy liability; and although his 
Widow will value a “full house” chiefly 
as an expression of sympathy with her 
late trial and an encouragement to her 
future efforts, yet it will not be without 
its value in other respects.’

Diaries of Hannah Fuller

The two newly acquired diaries 
(AMS7419) offer a rare insight into early 
19th century middle class life. The diarist 
is Hannah Fuller, born Hannah Morris 
in 1790, daughter of Joseph Morris, 
butcher, of 217 High Street Lewes. 
She married Thomas Fuller, currier, of 
7-8 High Street, Cliffe. Hannah was 
a member of the radical Protestant 
Independent Jireh congregation in 
Lewes, whose chapel still stands. 

https://www.thekeep.info/international-womens-day-ellen-nye-chart-actress-turned-manager-brightons-theatre-royal/
https://www.thekeep.info/international-womens-day-ellen-nye-chart-actress-turned-manager-brightons-theatre-royal/
https://www.thekeep.info/international-womens-day-ellen-nye-chart-actress-turned-manager-brightons-theatre-royal/
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Brighton Laines

At Toovey’s Auctions, Washington, West 
Sussex in May 2022 we bought papers 
relating to the development of eastern 
Brighton at the beginning of the 19th 
century. The purchase, for £621, was 
funded by a grant from the Friends of 
the National Libraries.

The majority of these documents, listed 
as AMS 7408/1, relate to the rental, sale 
and development of land in the tenantry 
laines of Brighton.  The tenantry laines 
were fields surrounding the town which 
were sold off piecemeal to developers 
during the early 19th century: the layout 
of the strips within those fields, probably 
laid out in the early medieval period, 
determines the contemporary street 
pattern of this area of Brighton. The 
documents comprise maps of land fit for 
development, annotated sale particulars 
and, most interesting of all, diagrams 
of buildings and proposed layouts of 
William Street in east central Brighton.

The papers form part of the archive 
of William Dillwyn (1743–1824) of 
Higham Lodge, Walthamstow in Essex, a 
Pennsylvanian Quaker who returned to 
Britain in 1777, settled at Walthamstow 
and was to become a leading 
abolitionist, and his son Lewis Weston 
Dillwyn (1778-1855, ODNB), naturalist 
and porcelain manufacturer. William 
Dillwyn’s diaries recording his departure 
from Pennsylvania for England, tours of 
parts of England and south Wales, his 
religious, political and business activities, 
the anti-slavery committee, and family 

business, are held at the National Library 
of Wales.

However, both men were also important 
figures in Brighton’s development at 
this period. William Dillwyn bought the 
Old Ship Hotel in 1821 but although 
his name appears throughout our 
catalogue on property deeds, none 
contains the level of detail shown in 
these documents. The area developed 
by the Dillwyns was one of the first to 
be demolished as part of slum clearance 
in the 1890s, so it is a part of Brighton 
about which comparatively little is 
known.

As well as plans and designs for the new 
buildings, the letters convey the almost 
gold-rush atmosphere of Brighton in 
the 1820s. Writing from Brighton on 20 
October, Dillwyn’s agent Thomas Benson 
informed him that it would be most 
advantageous to let lots 1-2 Carlton 
Hill to one person at £10 or £10 10s 0d 
‘as they measure together 35 feet and 
could be carved out to the person’s own 
liking; … many applications are daily 
making but the applicants crave a little 
time for consideration’. By April 1822 he 
wrote that the situation of the ground-
rents ‘is very good, and is becoming 
daily more central as the speculation for 
building at the north part of the town 
very much increases … I am inclined to 
think that was you to view the property, 
you would approve of it’.

We do not hold any comparable papers 
that illustrate in so much detail the 
processes carried out by landowners, 
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both local and from further afield, to 
develop land for building. This group 
has the added interest of representing 
the investment in Brighton’s 
development of wealth acquired 

through manufacturing, in this instance 
the Swansea Porcelain Factory. 
 
Andrew Bennett

Sussex at 60
On 16 August 1961, the University of 
Sussex received its Royal Charter. It was 
the first of the new universities to be 
established in the 1960s which included 
the universities of Kent, East Anglia, 
Warwick and York. Sussex offered new 
ways of learning with its interdisciplinary 
approach through schools of study 
rather than departments. It would not 
have been unusual for an American 
Studies undergraduate to take a course 
in Chemistry and vice versa. The campus 
was designed by Basil Spence and many 
of the original buildings are now Grade 
1 and 2 listed.

Throughout the academic year 
2021-22, Sussex celebrated its 60th 
anniversary culminating in an alumni 
weekend in September 2022. This saw 
hundreds of former students return to 
campus to attend lectures and events 
and a chance to catch up with old 
friends. On 3rd September, over 50 
attendees visited The Keep as part of 
the anniversary celebrations to see a 
display of items from the University of 
Sussex Collections. Items out on display 
included student handbooks and protest 
materials from the 1960s, 1970s and 

1980s, the Monks House papers and 
Richard Attenborough archive. I was 
fortunate to meet Roger Martin, who 
was an undergraduate in the School of 
African and Asian Studies (AFRAS) from 
1966-1969. Roger donated to Special 
Collections a small collection of posters 
that he accumulated when he was 
social secretary of the Student Union in 
1967-68. The posters advertise shows 
held at the University and/or organised 
by the Student Union during that time.  
It was really exciting for me because 
one of the posters advertises the Jimi 
Hendrix Experience which is the stuff 
of legend at the University, but until 
now we didn’t have a lot of concrete 
evidence within the collections that 
Hendrix (poster on back cover) played 
at Sussex. Hendrix came to Sussex on 
11 November 1967, the day after a gig 
in Rotterdam and three days before he 
began a tour with Pink Floyd. Other big 
name visitors revealed by the posters 
are Chuck Berry, Francoise Hardy (front 
cover) and Donovan (opposite). 

The posters are undergoing conservation 
work so that they can be viewed in 
the reading room at The Keep. There 
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are bits of sticky tape and pin holes 
visible showing their past life on the 
walls around campus.  The colours and 
designs are really vivid and I'm sure 
they will be of interest to current and 
past students as well as music fans. 
This sort of document is by its nature 
ephemeral and not intended to be kept 

beyond its purpose, but as is so often 
demonstrated by what can be found 
in archives, each item tells a story and 
provides that necessary evidence of past 
events.

Karen Watson, Special Collections 
Archivist University of Sussex



Friends of The Keep Archives

14

Anna Mendelssohn
Anna Mendelssohn’s archive is held by the University of Sussex (SxMs109) and we 
are recognised as being the major centre for research into her life and work. Anna 
Mendelssohn (1948-2009) was an avant-garde poet, writer, artist and activist, 
affiliated with the British Poetry revival. Since the collection was acquired in 2012, 
it has been the subject of a funded cataloguing project and is one of the most 
consulted University of Sussex collections at The Keep. We are delighted to be adding 
to the collection, thanks to the generosity of FoTKA, with the purchase of Anna 
Mendelssohn’s letters to poet Thomas Evans. The correspondence was written by 
Mendelssohn to Evans between 1996 and 2000. The collection comprises 21 letters, 
three postcards, one photograph and five reproductions of her poems. The letters are 
long and detailed, quite personal in places, with increasing allusion to her past and 
some comment on the poetry landscape of that period. 

The following is written by Liam Harper who undertook research in the collection in  
2021 as part of the Junior Research Associate programme at the University of Sussex. 

Karen Watson

Anna Mendelssohn was a complex 
person and her biography is equally so. 
Hundreds of boxes, notebooks, and 
papers stored at The Keep recount part 
of this life and begin to give shape to a 
difficult and truly original poetic voice. 
So when, in the summer of 2021, I was 
taken on as a Junior Research Associate 
to work with the Mendelssohn archive, 
it felt as though I were being let in on a 
secret. 

Supervised by Professor Sara Crangle, 
my task was to locate drafts of the 
unfinished roman á clef Mendelssohn 
had worked on for most of her life. By 
the end of the allotted eight weeks, 
I had trawled 116 of Mendelssohn’s 
notebooks, most of which were 

used between 1984 and 1991, and 
produced a sizeable Word document 
filled with notes, content examples, 
and infrequently transcripts of drafts. 
It was the perfect drudgery, soaking 
up Mendelssohn’s prose, poetry and 
visual art – knowing more or less what 
I was looking for but never when or 
in what form it would appear. I was 
often surprised when especially rich 
notebooks didn’t bear any signs of 
a draft. I also recall finding extensive 
drafts in catalogue items I’d skipped 
and, overcome by guilt, returned to. 
But I learned that, like a good story, an 
archive withholds information, relying 
on careful readers to help bring to the 
surface what might already be there. 
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Brighton Lifeboatmen

Mendelssohn’s writing is often furious, 
anguished – a twisting, constricting 
dialogue with her past and present. But 
where pain becomes palpable, warmth 
occasionally creeps in. At times I felt 
like a caring but impotent spectator. 
More often, though, there was a curious 
feeling that I wasn’t totally in control, 
as though Mendelssohn’s words were 
staring back at me, that there was 
more than I or anyone else could make 
of this mountainous collection and 

multitudinous woman. Perhaps I felt, at 
a point, that I knew Anna Mendelssohn; 
it would be presumptuous, now, to 
claim that I do.

But I cared about her, and surely 
something can be said about that. 
Perhaps the beauty of the archive is that 
it can offer so much and give away so 
little.

Liam Harper

In 1909 the crews of the Brighton 
Corporation and RNLI lifeboats John 
Whittingham and William Wallis (below)
were photographed by Albert Edward 
Seaman at his studio at 75 Kings Road. 
The photographs were deposited at 
Brighton Museum and now are held at 
The Keep. The men were all local, with 
occupations connected with the sea.

Mrs Whittingham who died in 1874 left 
the town the sum of £300 to purchase a 
lifeboat in memory of her late husband 
John. William Wallis, who lived at 2 East 
Street, was a supporter of the RNLI for 
many years and on his death in 1894 
left £1,000 for a lifeboat to be stationed 
at Brighton. The William Wallis was 
purchased in 1904 and launched in 1905.
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Three photographs of members of the 
crews are shown here.

William Hazlegrove

William Hazlegrove, nicknamed ‘Ninety’, 
was coxswain of the John Whittingham 
for several years. He was a fisherman 
and also coxswain on boats taking 
holiday makers out to sea. Early one 
afternoon in July 1900, he  set out with 
17 passengers on a calm sea when a 
squall got up. The passengers rushed 
to the side of the yacht ignoring his 
shouts to remain seated and several 
fell overboard, but were later rescued. 
Hazlegrove was described in the press as 
“a first-class waterman” and it was due 
to his skill and knowledge of the water 
that many lives were saved during his  
years with the RNLI.

John Rolfe

John Rolfe

Like many of the lifeboat volunteers, 
John Rolfe (Ransley) jnr. lived just off 
the seafront at 11 Kents Court, with 
his parents in an adjoining flint cottage. 
According to the 1911 census Rolfe, 
his wife and six daughters lived in three 
rooms. During the summer season he 
took pleasure boats out and in the 
winter months did labouring jobs, his 
wife taking in ironing. In 1915, like 
other crewmen during WW1, he joined 
the Royal Sussex Regiment. He returned 
to Brighton in 1915 and died in 1917 
aged 41.

William ‘Ninety’ Hazlegrove
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Richard ‘Fishey’ Kennard

Richard Kennard

Richard Kennard, nicknamed ‘Fishey’, 
was a fisherman, as was his father. Out 
of season he too worked at labouring 
jobs and in 1911 was working on the 
West Pier. He lived close to John Rolfe in 
Little Russell Street. At that time he had 
four children, his wife taking in laundry 
and ironing.

Both the town and RNLI lifeboats were 
stationed in Kings Road Arches and 
operated into the early 1930s when 
the Shoreham motor lifeboat began to 
serve the area. The RNLI station closed 
on 7 July 1931 and the William Wallis 
was sold at auction for £35 while the 
John Whittingham remained in use 
until August 1932. The end of these 
Brighton lifeboats probably came as a 
great sadness to the volunteers who had 
worked so closely together saving lives 
at sea.

Lavender Jones,  
Volunteer at  
Brighton & Hove Museums




